
 
 

Green Flag Award 2019 

 

Name of Site: Pages Park 

 

Managing Organisation: Leighton-Linslade Town 

Council 
 

Desk Assessment Feedback (Management Plan and supporting documentation) 

 
 Criteria  
  

Strengths  Recommendations  

Presentation  
 
 
 

Well laid out and clear plan making it easy to 
read. Good use of bullet points to provide 
information in a concise way, keeping plan to a 
sensible size. 
 
 
 
 

It would be useful to have the 
action plan updated to see how 
aims and objectives are being 
met.  
 
Most actions are a few years 
old, and the list doesn’t include 
the pavilion refurbishment. 
 
It would also be useful to see 
routine maintenance 
operations set out in a calendar 
type table. 
 

Health, Safety & 
Security 
 

Comprehensively covers cycling provision, 
footpaths, CCTV, FPN’s, dog fouling 
awareness with local vet, good range of 
play/youth facilities on site, tree and play 
inspections, chemical usage and storage. 
 
 

Some more detail in areas 
would be helpful.  
 
Who are the security patrols 
undertaken by? How often are 
pathways inspected? 
 

Maintenance of 
equipment, 
buildings  
& landscape 
 

Maintenance of equipment and landscape is 
covered in the plan 
 
 

Some more detail is needed on 
grounds maintenance.  
 
Could a brief schedule of works 
be drawn up?  
 
There is no mention of how 
often the grass is cut for 
example.  



 
I can’t see any mention within 
the plan on how the buildings 
are maintained. 
 

Litter, 
cleanliness, 
vandalism    
 
 

Litter collection frequency is covered, and a 
proactive approach to vandalism is applied 

I can’t see anything in the plan 
addressing how litter is 
disposed of.  
 
For example, is it recycled or 
sent to landfill. Is green waste 
re-used on site? 
 

Environmental 
Management 
 
 

Mention of water collection and use of recycled 
materials in the community garden. 
 
Minimal chemical usage on site, and peat free 
plants used when bought in externally. 
 
Mention of how bedding may be reduced in the 
future to reduce impacts of climate change, 
although this type of planting doesn’t appear to 
apply particularly to this site. 
 

No mention of how litter is 
disposed of, or if green waste is 
composted and recycled.  
 
 

Biodiversity, 
Landscape and 
Heritage 
 
 

Mention of the inclusion of wildflower/habitat 
creation in plan, and the use of pollinating 
plants 

Is there any drive to include 
increased biodiversity within 
the community garden? 
 
Little mention of the heritage of 
the site within the plan and how 
this is translated on site.  
 

Community 
Involvement 
 
 

Seems to be good community involvement 
within the community garden. A number of 
events take place throughout the year and 
annual user surveys are undertaken. 
 
 
 
 

Would be good to see the 
results of the user surveys 
(even if just a summary). 
 
How involved is the railway 
with the park? Do local schools 
use the park for activities? 
 

Marketing & 
Communication 
 
 

Seems to be a good range of marketing and 
communication in place.  
 
Annual customer surveys, a dedicated 
website, social media (facebook and twitter), 
noticeboards and Town Council tourism leaflet. 
 
 
 
 

 

Overall 
management 
 
 
 

Management is appropriate to a park with a 
play area, outdoor gym equipment, mature 
trees and grass sports facilities.   
 
 

The action plan needs to be 
updated as there is little 
indication of what has been 
achieved. 



 
 
 

Additional comments  
None  

 



Field Assessment Feedback 

 
Criteria  Strengths  Recommendations 

  

A Welcoming 
Place 
 
 
 

Good entrances into site with car parking 
facilities. Signage is clear, with good pictorial 
maps and a noticeboard facility displaying things 
happening in the park and local area. 
 
Brown direction signage is in place as you drive 
to the park. 
 

 

Healthy, Safe  
and Secure 
 
 

A good range of facilities within the park with 
planned improvements to the play facility and 
pavilion. 
 
Comprehensive playground inspections 
undertaken and building inspections scheduled 
in.  
 
Dog control orders in place and staff trained to 
deal with offenders, and no evidence of dog 
related issues seen during the inspection. 
 
There is a cycle path crossing part of the park, 
with up to date l.e.d. lighting columns. 
 
There are good clear sightlines and easy 
orientation in relation to entrances and the 
pavilion. 
 
 

Some of the pathways are 
starting to get damaged by 
tree roots. These need 
repairing.  
 
CCTV was non-operational 
during visit.  

Well Maintained 
and Clean 
 
 

Very little litter seen on site during visit. Dog and 
litter bins were present on site, and the potential 
of including.  
 
No evidence of dog waste seen on site, 
suggesting that dog walkers respect the park and 
regulations that are in place. 
 
Grass cutting operations were being undertaken 
on site to a good standard by in-house team 
during visit.  
 
New up to date equipment was being used by the 
team.  
 
Tree inspections are regularly undertaken and 
there was very little deadwood or outstanding 
works required to trees on site.  
 
The community garden is a positive feature to the 
park providing colour and interest whilst also 
providing community involvement.  
 

As mentioned above some 
of the pathways would 
benefit from some remedial 
works to resolve tree roots 
issues.  
 
 



Environmental 
Management 
 
 
  

New, more efficient grounds maintenance 
equipment was evidenced on site.  
 
Glyphosate is not used within the park, and 
weeds are being treated with a vinegar-based 
spray. 
 

The recycling of waste from 
litter picking and litter bins 
is an area which needs to 
be improved. 

Biodiversity 
Landscape 
and Heritage 
 
  

The pavilion is due to be upgraded with the 
inclusion of a clock within the clock tower. 
 
The main landform appears to be undisturbed by 
the sand quarrying that is prevalent in the locality.  
The avenue lines of mature trees are significant 
features of the site and are well maintained. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is little historical 
interpretation within the 
park which could be 
improved.  
 
There was mention of a 
Time Team excavation 
which would be interesting 
to know more about.  
 
The biodiversity within the 
park is limited as (apart 
from the community 
garden) the park mainly 
consists of close mown 
grass.  
 
Some long-grassed 
areas/wildflower meadows 
should be considered. 
There are areas that don’t 
need to be mown amenity 
grass, such as between the 
croquet lawns and the 
railway boundary.   
 
There is also the potential 
to install bird/bat boxes 
within the park and to plant 
areas for pollinators   
 

Community 
Involvement 
 
  

The community garden is a really good asset in 
the park, and there appears to be a thriving 
Croquet Club.  
 
The pavilion was being used as a Play Café 
during the visit attracting the younger generation 
and mums, and it also provides facilities as a 
cricket pavilion in summer 
 
Improvements to the pavilion are hoped to attract 
more sectors of the community to the park.   
 
Adding a parking area and a lit route will improve 
the pavilion’s attractiveness for evening uses  
 

It would be good to see 
some relationship with local 
schools in place.  
 
Maybe a link could be 
established to help 
increase the biodiversity 
within the park i.e. through 
making bird boxes.  
 
A baseline wildlife survey 
would be a good idea 
before carrying out habitat 
improvements, so the 
effect of changes could be 
monitored over time. 

Marketing and 
Communication 

Really good marketing and communication in 
place including promotional leaflets, webpages, 

As mentioned above it 
would be nice to see some 



 
 
  

video, Facebook, Twitter and onsite 
noticeboards.  
 
 
 

interpretation in areas of 
the park e.g. its historical 
significance, and work with 
local schools.  

Management 
 
 
  

Looks like the management plan is being 
implemented well on site, and there is a good 
management and maintenance team in place.  
 

 

Additional Comments  
 
This park is a really good asset for the local community.  The number of residents in the area is 
increasing as a result of housing development, and use the park is likely to increase.   
 
It is also next to the town’s main tourist attraction, which is likely to generate additional visitors from 
further afield. 
 
The landscape is well maintained and fulfils lots of sporting, outdoor play, community and leisure 
activities.   
 
There is scope to create a park that also encourages wildlife and provides a wider range of habitats 
with value both for biodiversity and for educational opportunities. 
 
 

 


